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116 issues. 260 weeks.
The Cheyenne Herald has become
Cheyenne’s longest running
alternative newspaper,
a credit to loyal and devoted readers.

The years in review ... 2002 - 2006

Dave Featlenly

At the urging of a few, including some in-
side city government, | made a decision
in late 2001 to begin to publish a different
kind of newspaper in Cheyenne. | had
been active in local politics for several
years and knew there was always a con-
cern that the truth was being filtered be-
fore release to residents.

| witnessed firsthand the great fear city
elected officials had of the daily newspa-
per and how they would do or say almost
anything to avoid their criticism. In re-
turn, that criticism was withheld, as was
much of the news which should have been
released to the public.

| also knew that publishing the truth would
come at a great financial price. Daily
(many weekly) newspapers now are
driven by advertising dollars, not truth or
journalism. | found out after my first is-
sue at the end of January in 2002 just
how real my belief would be. Two signifi-
cant advertisers of the first issue withdrew
their support after being pressured by “in-
siders.” Insiders were not only elected
officials but what I've always referred to
as “Chamber types.” There are those who
claim support of free speech but what they
really mean is speech that agrees with
theirs. Speech, or expression, in opposi-
tion to their views must be suppressed,

to their way of thinking.

That was fine. | knew those who felt that
way would burrow back underground once
the Cheyenne Herald had established it-
self and that their cowardice would forever
prevent their making their identities known.

And that’s the way it has been.

From Day One, this newspaper, which cov-
ers far more than “news” and was soon
dubbed “the local advocacy journal” by the
Cheyenne daily newspaper, broke stories
of interest and importance to readers.

There are a number of reasons that has
been possible. First, and perhaps fore-
most, is because we have never feared the
truth. We have never feared publishing
disclosures which might embarrass public
officials. That is what now separates us
from the local daily paper.

We often get to the story first because we
are out there looking for it. As opposed to
the editors and publisher of that other
newspaper being content to remain in their
windowless, second floor offices, waiting
for the phone to ring, pursuit of the story
often results in getting it first. Our sources
are everywhere, including in the govern-
ment offices we often write about. Tips
come our way because residents know we
will take the time to investigate an issue

and, more importantly, we would never
compromise their identity. The lack of
trust for the other paper has dried up their
tips. Even Channel 5 is more likely to
be approached with confidential informa-
tion than is the local daily paper.

Not everyone appreciates our diligence
and our willingness to print the truth. But
we don’t target private citizens or private
businesses. The testis whether the sub-
ject receives public money or has vio-
lated a professional oath in some way.

residents have nowhere to turn and often
consider us their only recourse. But|drew
the line at the beginning and have held to
that position.

So far, it's been a mostly productive ad-
venture. Not everyone agrees with what
we do or say or how. There are those
who believe authority is always right, and
when it's wrong, citizens should accept
it. Not here. On other pages in this anni-
versary issue, we will list some of the sto-
ries we gotten to first. By headline.

Seldom have
our pages devi-
ated from that
basic principle.

We’ve been
asked to inves-
tigate whether
vending ma-
chines  took
coins and didn’t
deliver prod-
ucts. And dis-
putes with land-
lords. We just
don’t go there.
Unfortunately,
Wyoming does
not have a con-
sumer protec-

tion agency so
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David vs. Goliath, the prequel to the Cheyenne Herald

WVWWW._. CHEYENNEHERALD.COIVI



