
Joining
the fight

The Herald gets
some help in the

fight against degree-
selling frauds

The press release at the right was sent
by the Department of Education.

In light of members of the Wyoming Leg-
islature traveling to far-off countries and
returning in support of the very entities
they went to scrutinize, it is gratifying to
finally see those in positions of responsi-
bility join the fight earlier supported only
by Trent Blankenship.  At least it seemed
that up and down the ranks, officials
elected or hired to support and improve
public education were willing to look away
as Wyoming became a safe haven for
these bogus degree peddlers who found
themselves unwelcome in other states.

Lacrosse University sold a degree to
Cheyenne’s police chief.  They were so
bad that they were unwelcome even in
Louisiana.  Even in Louisiana!  So they
moved to Bay St. Louis, Mississippi.

When the mayor had a chance to disavow
the chief’s action and require reimburse-
ment from Fecht, he chose to endorse it.
The University of Wyoming’s interim presi-
dent, Tom Buchanan, has gone to great
lengths to criticize these worthless mail
order degrees.  What will it take for the
City of Cheyenne to join the assault?

Only the Casper Star-Tribune, of other
local media, has joined the Cheyenne
Herald in condemning these unwelcome
businesses.  Why the State of Wyoming
has believed it was beneficial to have them
among our legitimate enterprises only they
can explain.

Trent Blankenship left office with a strong
belief that legislators like Tex Boggs would
bring forward legislation to rid the state of
these education pretenders.
Unaccredited “universities” are no more
real than faux degree sellers.  At least the
gag degrees are not presented as some
sort of educational accomplishment.  They
are simply for conversation pieces - not
to enable a police chief to wrap his arms
around as a valuable sheepskin - which
he had to pay extra for and which has
absolutely no educational value to him.

There are states where it is illegal to use
these mail order degrees on a resume and
where no state or government job can be
even sought with such a degree listed on
the application or resume.

Accreditation is, as Blankenship said, a
must.  These degree sellers have played
this State for saps for too long.  Most will
not pursue accreditation.  Not because of
cost but because they cannot gain it.  They
have no curriculum, they have no faculty,
and they have no campus.  They are
worse than Miss Cleo - preying on the vul-
nerable.  On the unwise and uninformed.
The degrees have less worth than a 976
call.  We’ve said it.  Others now agree.
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