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Laughingstock R Us!
The media is a great enabler for degree
mills and a contributor to the induce-
ments offered to Americans seeking a
higher education with minimal effort.

After the last issue of the Cheyenne Her-
ald disclosed that Cheyenne Police
Chief Bob Fecht had bought a master’s
degree in criminal justice from a diploma
mill in Mississippi, the Herald received
a telephone call asking if we’d seen the
current issue of the Reader’s Digest.

When told that the Digest was sub-
scribed to but often not read, the reader
suggested we look at a feature called
“THAT’S OUTRAGEOUS!” then after read-
ing that offering to advance through that
Reader’s Digest a few pages and take a
look at the ad running for “Work at Home.”

Before leaving the phone, the Herald
reader said that the business advertis-
ing “great careers” was using a Chey-
enne, Wyoming, mailing address.

He had taken the time to travel to that
address to see where the new business
had set up in our fair city.

The address and so-called “location” for
the advertiser, AHP Schools,  is 1740H
Dell Range Blvd., #510.  That is the
address for the UPS Store.

A website search for such an entity
links to a McKinley College, which
is shown in their promotional mat-
erial to be “registered” in the state
of Wyoming.  Is it “licensed”?

It is not, according to the Wyoming
Department of Education.  AHP is,
however, licensed as a non-degree
granting school.  Apparently, AHP
has established McKinley as a
degree granting school -  AAS or
AOS.  But MU is operating illegally
in Wyoming because it is not yet
licensed and does not have a
physical presence in the state.
AHP is based in Fort Collins
and may send someone to
Cheyenne to retrieve mail.

The address and so-called “location”
for the advertiser, AHP Schools,  is
1740H Dell Range Blvd., #510.  That
is the address for the UPS Store.

“Because  of loose state requirements,
more online schools are popping up in

Wyoming than anywhere else,” and,
“most other states have enough rigor in
how they determine who can operate as
a college and grant degrees that it’s not
as easy for places to get started.”

Is this where the Blank, the state legisla-
ture, the Governor and their predeces-
sors take their collective bows?

Giggling about Wyoming having only one
four-year institution of higher learning is
one thing.  Giggling about the crowds
attracted during Frontier Days, with their
knee-high socks, plaid Bermuda shorts,
and straw cowboy hats, is another.

But giggling at Wyoming because the
state is a haven for these fraudulent di-
ploma sources is embarrassing.

Filling basement offices throughout the
downtown with unaccredited diploma
sellers is not economic development, in
spite of what Tucker Fagan and Randy
Bruns may believe.  Wyoming is over-
due in taking corrective actions.

Put a stop to the cover provided these
bogus operations.  The light isn’t shin-
ing into those basements.  It must.

There are 4 national diploma mill
experts:  Alan Contreras of the
Oregon Degree Authorization
office; Dr. John B. Bear, whose
books have identified several of
the unaccredited diploma mills;
George Gollin, a University of
Illinois professor who has
become an expert; and Allan
Ezell, a retired FBI agent.

The things written about the
state of Wyoming and its past
cozy relationships with these
unattractive “institutions”
 have been critical and very

uncomplimentary.

Mr. Gollin wrote the following
about Wyoming:

“People start to giggle if you
say ‘Wyoming-licensed

school,’ if you know about
accreditation.”

The executive director of
one of the 6 regional accred-

itation agencies said about Wyoming:
Reader’s Digest, May 2005

Reader’s Digest, May 2005

AHP Schools / McKinley College
The laxity of Wyoming laws regarding diploma mills may even be tempting legitimate
distance learning operations to jump on the gravy train.

AHP Schools is a Fort Collins-based, nationally accredited, NON-DEGREE granting
business of long standing.  It is also unnecessarily licensed in the State of Wyoming.
Accredited schools do not also have to be state licensed.

McKinley College is a start-up, unaccredited, DEGREE-GRANTING institution.  It is
not accredited, nor licensed by the State of Wyoming, according to Tim Lockwood of
DOE on 4/28/05.  The link between the two “schools” is established on their websites.

The ad above appears to be a merging of the two businesses.  Nowhere on the AHP
website are “degrees” mentioned as they are above and AHP is not accredited nor
licensed to grant degrees.  McKinley is not accredited or licensed to do anything.
In Wyoming or anywhere else in the United States.


