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‘“Like a PTO gone bad”

Mayor Spiker and his goofy pals on the City Council make themselves
look stupid, petty, and incompetent all at the same time
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by Jim Mathewson

There are only two businesses at the corner of
West Lincolnway and Bent. One is the Wyoming
Tribune-Eagle where myopia and laziness rule the
day. The other is Mad Cyclez where creativity and
hard work seem to be the prevailing standards.

The motorcycle repair shop is owned and oper-
ated by Marcus Sanchez. His previous involvement
at the level of a neighborhood school apparently
hadn’t prepared him well for what he witnessed at a
City Council meeting where new downtown design
standards were being discussed and voted upon.

Original wording “Any member of the governing
body present shall have the right to request, upon their
own initiative or in response to an audience request, with-
out vote or debate, that any item(s) be removed from the
consent agenda. Audience members may request any
member of the governing body to remove one item from
the consent agenda.... If a request is made to remove an
item(s), the mayor will announce the item(s) has been
removed and the item(s) so removed will then be acted
upon in the normal agenda sequence as for nonconsent
agenda items.”

New wording for the ordinance ... “All items listed
on a consent agenda are intended to be considered by
the governing body as a single item. Approval of the
consent agenda requires a motion and a second. The
motion shall be nondebatable, unless a member of the
governing body requests a procedural clarification. Pas-
sage of the motion requires an affirmative majority vote
of governing body members present at the meeting and
will have the effect of moving to approve all items desig-
nated as being included on the consent agenda. Any
city council member present at the meeting shall have
one opportunity to amend the motion by seeking the re-
moval of any eligible item(s) from the consent agenda.
The motion to amend requires a second, is non-debat-
able, and passes upon an affirmative majority vote.”
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After watching the pro- = LAl
ceedings for a painfully AND OTHER FR
long time, Marcus went to —
the microphone and offered his assessment. “This
City Council,” he said, “is like a PTO gone bad.”

Some long-time observers of this Mayor and his
City Council allies consider it one of the most as-
tute and insightful comments ever uttered in the hall.

If Citizen Sanchez was shocked and awed by
what he saw and heard that night, he’d probably be
positively thunderstruck by changes being consid-
ered for the Council’s “Consent Agenda” procedure.

In a nutshell, a Consent Agenda is a method by
which many governing bodies and boards can dis-
pense with unnecessary discussion and debate on
routine and noncontroversial agenda items Such
individual items are grouped together and dealt with
using one motion, one second, and one vote.

For now, individual members of our City Coun-
cil (or even a citizen in the audience) can request
that one or more specific items on the Consent Agen-
da be pulled off for separate discussion and voting.

If Mayor Spiker and his devious cronies have
their way, however, the procedure will be changed
so that items can only be removed for individual
discussion and voting IF a majority of the members
agree. Conceivably then, EVERY item on the
evening’s agenda ... even questionable contracts or
propositions costing hundreds of thousands or mil-
lions of dollars ... could be passed as a solitary “Con-
sent Agenda” item. One motion + one second +
one vote. No debate, no discussion, no fact-find-
ing, no due diligence, and no public participation.
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It is important to understand that the consent
agenda is intended to expedite routine procedural
matters and/or decisions that are likely to have unan-
imous support.

A consent agenda should not be used to stifle
diissent or bypass the deliberative process.

The revised wording requiring a majority vote
to remove items from the consent agenda provides
an opportunity for misuse. The original wording is
much more in the spirit of the intent of the consent
agenda as it is widely used.

Nathan Garber

A very interesting misapplication of the concept!
An inappropriate approach to the use of a consent
agenda.

By definition, a consent agenda includes only
those items that are noncontroversial and do not war-
rant discussion, and the procedures as described in
your attachment certainly appear to undercut the ca-
pacity of the governing body to exercise its legally
mandated due diligence.

You raise a very valid concern!

David O. Renz, Ph.D

The wording of the proposed new ordinance was
sent to a couple of recognized experts in parliamen-
tary procedure. Their comments (reprinted above)
seem to echo a growing impression that the current
Mayor and most of the current City Council are anti-
citizen and anti-democratic ... not to mention just
plain dumb.

Such malevolent and mean-spirited changes to
the City Code have now become the predictable re-
sult of having a cowardly Mayor who hasn’t grown
in the job over the last eight years and who relies on
a City Attorney who’s as clueless as a kumquat.
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Immaturity and mental deficiency. Psychologists tell us that you can have one
without the other. What the two flaws apparently share, however, is an inability
to anticipate the consequences of one’s words or actions.

The Cheyenne City Council provides a good example because almost every
week supposedly smart people make dreadful decision after dreadful decision in
large part because they simply can t think through the process from one end to the
other. Maybe they re not the sharpest knives in the drawer after all.

Now the Council is considering a change in the ordinance dealing with how
“Consent Agendas” are used at their weekly meetings. The Mayor and those on
the Council who 've been leading him around by the nose for several years will
tell you that they 're only interested in “streamlining” or “expediting” their meet-
ings. The truth is, however, that they re really trying to make life miserable for

the tiny minority on the Council who actually want the public’s business to be
discussed openly before votes are recorded.

Mayor Milquetoast and his pals probably think that changing the ordinance
will work to their advantage by requiring a second and a majority vote on EACH
item which someone wants to remove from the Consent Agenda.

Obviously, they have the six or more votes it would take to defeat any such
attempt to move an item to the regular agenda where it can be discussed openly
and voted upon separately.

What they didn 't anticipate, however, was the possibility that just TWO Coun-
cil members ... one to ask for removal and another to second the request ... can
force a separate vote to remove EACH item from the Consent Agenda.

Mental deficiency or mere immaturity? The six so-called leaders depicted

above apparently have way too much of both. .
Jim Mathewson
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Jim Mathewson is just a poor dumb citizen of Cheyenne. His email address is jmat44691@yahoo.com



