OPINION - COMMENTARY

CHEYENNE HERALD -- OCTOBER 30, 2006 - PAGE 9

It takes less time to identify an archaeo-
logical dig, locate the fossil bones, dust
them, reassemble them, and open a
museum with those dinosaur bones,
than it has taken to open and close a
hole in the sidewalk next to City News.

Over the past few years, the sidewalk by
that long-established downtown busi-
ness has been torn up more often than
almost any other stretch of concrete in
the city. This time it's the owner. Pedes-
trians have spent more time walking on
18th Street than along the sidewalk that
is supposed to be available for their travel.

The area involved in the latest demoli-
tion is small and the crew is sizeable.
But other than the gangplank over the
opening, it's hard to tell just what is tran-
spiring deep in the hole.

It almost seems at times that the deci-
sion-makers in the mayor’s office and
on city council have stock in Barnes and
Noble. Few businesses have been sub-
jected to as many interruptions to their
business as City News.

Will it ever end for them? Many of the
small businesses in the downtown have

failed, closed or relocated. Constantly
tearing up streets and sidewalks make
it difficult to maintain those businesses.

And if anyone will still argue that the down-
town parking garage has made a posi-
tive impact on the downtown business
climate, they, as Rush Limbaugh would
say, must “be off their meds.”

Since the announcement and construc-
tion of that structure, every large busi-
ness surrounding it has closed. Fron-
tier Printing, Dinneen’s, Z’s Home Fur-
nishings - all gone from the downtown.

The mayor and council members always
have told the downtown businesses to
“hold tight,” that “things will get better,”
that “it's just a phase you’re going through
as we grow,” but even the mayor
downsized his own retail store in the
downtown. The same “encouragement”
is being used on bars and establish-
ments that, against their will, had to pro-
hibit smoking within their confines.

The Marriott franchise is apparently not
going to build downtown. There has
been no growth downtown - only con-
traction. What is the future?

Thrifty Cash makes it easy to get

extra cash! All you need is:
1.) Valid Identification
2.) Current Copy of Checking Account Statement
3.) Verification of Employment or Income
4.) Just 5 Minutes of Your Time!

LOANS UP TO *3000°°!
THRIFTY CASH SERVICES

“Finally, a fair loan at a fair price.”

619 East Lincolnway * 634-2081

Thank you for considering me as your candidate for
the LCSD #1 School Board.

Anne Beckle

Itis an honor to represent the community as we build new
schools, strive to meet the requirements of “No Child Left
Behind” and make learning the responsibility of children,
teachers, parents and each person who
touches a student’s life.

Paid for by Anne Beckle

Commissioner.

Skip ESHELMAN

supports

Diane Humphrey & Jeff Ketcham

| will not be a write-in candidate for Laramie County

| have decided that my interests will be best served,
and my concerns best addressed, by asking
Laramie County voters who voted for me in the re-
cent primary election to vote on November 7t for

_;If__ Personal Financial Solutions, Inc.
¥ 1418 Logan Avenue / Cheyenne WY 82001

178-2881

THE lOCAl ADVOCACY JOURNML

2R E

Paid for by Skip Eshelman

Diane Humphrey (R) and Jeff Ketcham (D).

| am convinced that Diane and Jeff are much bet-
ter choices to represent our interests in Cheyenne
and in the unincorporated rural areas of Laramie
County than Larry Atwell and Mike Dowling.

| urge those who supported me on August 22™ to
vote for Diane and Jeff to keep Laramie County
moving forward. Thank you.

S l/,'o Lekelman h

[ |

" The Library Story _

In the last issue of the Cheyenne Her-
ald, | wrote on the front page that county
librarian Lucie Osborn had refused to be
interviewed by me - that she demanded
written questions.

The problems with conducting an inter-
view by written questions are that you
can't tell whether a person who is sup-
posed to know a subject does, or
whether they simply have others answer
the questions for them. The mayor won’t
be interviewed by me and demands writ-
ten questions also. He is uncomfortable
dealing with me because we spent years
working together and he is well aware of
whom knows more about some issues
than the other. It isn’t always him.

The other reason | don't like to provide
written questions (I would if the subject
was someone famous or important, but
not local employees or elected officials)
is that you can’t pursue a train of thought
or answer. Everyone knows that when
you’re having an intelligent conversation
with another person, you often take off in
another direction from the last comment
one or the other makes.

My objective in requesting an interview
with Lucie Osborn was not to embarrass
her. | think many of the people who don’t
want to face me already have embar-
rassed themselves. | don’t need to in-
crease the pain. | simply wanted to ad-
vise readers of the Cheyenne Herald
about the new library construction.

| had been asked by a prominent citizen
to do an update for readers and that was
my objective - not to further embarrass
Lucie. Now, the person who asked that |
do this update - that person, | might re-
lent and submit written questions in ad-
vance if that would gain me an interview.

Because of the political season and be-
cause the library status has no bearing
on any election issue or person, | could
not have sat down and prepared written
questions for the librarian even if | acqui-
esced to her demand.

But, as happens so often when | ap-
proach an insider about information, the
story (much like | would have written)
miraculously and suddenly appeared in
the declining newspaper at 702 W.
Lincolnway.

I was once told by a City department head
that he was instructed that if | came in
seeking information, he was to consider
(with advice from the mayor) whether he
should get a story on the subject into the
City’s newspaper (the WT-E) to put the
City’s spin on the issue before | had a
chance to print anything.

Often, that doesn’t matter. So long as
local residents get the story, it's better
than nothing. If the WT-E beats me to
print, chances are they’ll botch the cov-
erage anyway and my story won't be di-
minished just because they printed first.
So the new library story is written. Good.

- Cheyennclerald@bresnan.nct
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The game of “Tag”
IS now dangerous?

The renegade Cheyenne principal, well-
married as one can be, is at it again.

It's kind of precipitous timing for it to be-
come public that she has prohibited stu-
dents attending her elementary school,
incongruously called “Freedom,” from
participating in that known-to-be deadly
playground game of “Tag” at the same
time another study relates dangers from
Ritalin, this generation’s Valium.

Children who in earlier generations were
thought to be precocious, rambunctious,
hyperactive, etc., are now “troubled” and
need to be heavily medicated (sedated)
so they are stuporous in the classroom.

You have read on these pages in the past
that my prediction is that someday Ritalin
will be mentioned in the same breath as
thalidomide and Agent Orange. Itis used
on many inappropriately to benefit a few.

Its principal purpose is classroom con-
trol. Its secondary purpose is to control
certain behavior so children will learn
better. That is supposed to happen by
placing them in a zombi-like state with a
prescription drug often “prescribed” by
school teachers and counselors with the
cooperation of indifferent physicians.

This same principal, whose job security
is a husband on the school board, had
imposed an “absence rule” in her school
that made it a violation to miss school to
visit a living grandparent but an excused
absence to attend their funeral.

“Tag” is dangerous? Another recent
study concluded that recess is an im-
portant part of a young student’s day.
They must not have interviewed this prin-
cipal. Activity on her playground involves
only walking - no running to expend en-
ergy or get exercise is allowed. How sad.

Kid’s Frames - $49.00
*Jg Quick Draw Optical

1619 LocaN AVENUE ¢ 638-2298

Since 1981 ... Same Location

Noww, 94 Certified
Opticiaans o Staff!

A BETTER CHANGE

It's as simple as... A
Better
C...
don't just watch it happen.

v Cuordin:ltiun—[remeuwoﬂci|1g
relationship with city, county,
federal and state agencies.

our plans, ideas & expectaticns,

v Concern-Decide how resources can

safety and well-being,

v Change—l'ﬂke anactive role in change;

v Communication-Discuss with residents

be best utilized for our residents’ health

Paid for by the Mike Dowling Campaign Committee

Can we keep doing the same
things and expect different results?

It’s time for a change!

Cheyenne Herald Policy on Bylines

Readers can assume that all stories appearing in the Cheyenne Herald are
written by me - unless someone else’s byline appears. On the rare occasion
that a writer has concerns about employment security or retribution, their
article may appear either with no byline or with a pseudonym. That will almost
never happen but could. Itis more important readers be offered the truth than
the identity. But, suffice it to say that it is likely 95% or more of the words in any
issue of the Cheyenne Herald will be written by me. Unlike the local daily
newspaper, | will never plagiarize someone else’s material and | do not pick up
wire service stories. So what you read is mine or can be blamed on me.

THE CHEYENNE HERAID -

Dave Featherly

Talk about shaking hands
with gloves on

The Governor's endorsement of Gary Trauner was
as hostile as Barbara Cubin’s threat to Tom Rankin

primary.

nature of his campaign.

Folks for Freudenthal Press Release - October 25, 2006

Why | am voting for Gary Trauner
“It is time for a change and the change did not occur in the Republican
Gary Trauner is passionate about serving Wyoming and our citizens. If you
have any doubt, simply examine the hard work, openness, and statewide

Gary Trauner is bright, hardworking, business oriented, and articulate.

| believe Gary Trauner will make us proud as our Representative. If not, we
can vote him out in a short 2 years.”

Wow!

With tepid support like that from the only
statewide elected Democrat, is it any
wonder there is only one Democrat hold-
ing one of the eight statewide offices?

That's praise like saying, “She’s fat but
she don’'t sweat much.”

Dave said: “It is time for a change and
the change did not occur in the Republi-
can primary.”

That suggests that had Bill Winney de-
feated Barbara Cubin in the Republican
primary, the Democratic governor would
not have endorsed Gary Trauner. What
else can it mean?

The reference about Gary’s “passion”
should have no bearing on his qualifica-
tions for the office he seeks. It is as-
sumed that most candidates are “pas-
sionate,” that they work hard, and that
statewide candidates campaign state-
wide - if they are legitimate contenders
who believe they have a chance to win in
those races.

But the coup de grace is the final sen-
tence. Talk about holding the knife that
will cut the rope holding up the guillotine
blade, “ If not, we can vote him out in a
short 2 years.”

I've been asked what this tortured en-
dorsement says to me.

In a nutshell, it says: “I've got mine, you
get yours.” It's as though Dave feels
somewhat safe in endorsing a Demo-
cratic candidate who will need thou-
sands of Republican voters to cross over
and vote for a member of the opposite
political party, yet Dave doesn’t want to
come on too strong to those same Re-
publicans who will vote for him - unless
he screws up somehow.

And Dave Freudenthal is going to make
sure his “screw-up” is not coming on too
strong for a candidate of whom he has
little in common with. He’s a blue collar
guy from Thermop who has had to work
hard for what he has. Trauner is a yuppie
who was born well and has done well in
a high tech field foreign to Dave.

What Dave’s saying to the diehard Cubin
voters - who are likely to cast votes for
him but jump back to the right to vote for
her - is, “If you wanta, sorta, kinda, will
vote for Gary Trauner, and | don’t care a
whole lot if you don't, it would be nice,
but don’t get mad at me for asking ‘cause
| want you to vote for me and, frankly, |
don’t give much a tinker’'s damn whether
you vote for him or not.” | got mine, let
him get his.

| have long said that the reason Demo-
crats don't rise to the statewide offices
is that they have no farm system. In this
election, they have a terrific candidate for
state superintendent of public instruction
who they should get behind and make
sure she gets elected, but the Party
stands mute. Including the governor.

He may relish the solitary position he
holds as the gem in the pile. He is, after
all, the only Democrat among the Elite
Eight. Why spread the wealth?

As far as the superintendent of schools
position, he may prefer having a toady in
the office like Jim McBride who he al-
ready knows he can control - rather than
worry that a strong female superinten-
dent with unlimited potential and exten-
sive experience, might stand on her own.

Why hasn’t he embraced her candidacy?

Why hasn’t the Democrat governor en-
dorsed - even campaigned for - the stron-
gest other Democrat candidate running?

The likely explanation is his unwilling-
ness to risk the displeasure of those
Republicans he needs to win his own
race. If he has coattails, he is keeping
them safely tucked inside his Docker’s.

If the endorsement above was bath wa-
ter, you couldn’t get your five year-old to
stay in the tub. It's just not warm at all.

The crack about throwing the guy out
before he even gets in is a little over the
edge. Had Gary Trauner known the con-
tent of the governor’s “endorsement”
beforehand, he should have told Dave to
do as Village Inn does with their omelette
- Stuff It.

Dave Featherly

THE lOCAl ADVYOCACY JOURNAL — 637-2879
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It’s Not Too Late
For Beautiful Grass.

= Proper Sod Installation
= Water Conservation

* Lawn Maintenance

WyomincNETW&RK com

Website Design. Ecommerce. Hosting.

Local 307.772 4466 Toll Free 877.996.6381
1111 E. Lincobway Suite 201, Cheyenne WY 82001

“* Patty Epler “

LCSD#2 Trustee at Large
TOP PRIORITIES ...

+ Student Achievement
+ Small School Environment
+ Quality Educators

Paid for by Patty Epler

The Bells of Balangiga

The annual ritual rears its head again

We must be in an election cycle or the
Wyoming Legislature is about to come
back to town.

The Swallows of Capistrano have noth-
ing on those who want to return the now
well-known Bells of Balangiga to the Phil-
ippines.

There will always be sympathetic candi-
dates or lawmakers who try to turn civil-
ians against military veterans by loudly
and ignorantly taking a position on the
Bells.

Veterans and their veterans service or-
ganizations have consistently opposed
the return of even one of the Bells. A
couple years ago, a member of the poorly
named Veteran’s Affairs Commission, a
bureaucracy, proposed striking a dupli-
cate and sending an original and a dupe
to the Philippines and retaining like here.
Not content to raise the ire of the veter-
ans by that proposal, he also proposed
moving the remaining Bells to Casper.

| believe he left a forwarding address
before he was run out of town on a rail.

For those who do not know, or have for-
gotten, the Bells of Balangiga have re-
sided in Cheyenne for about 100 years.
They were trophies of war, taken from a
Philippines city after being struck to sig-
nal an ambush on American troops.

B 43 year resident of Wyoming

B Married to the former Debby McBride
from Buffalo, WY for 39 years

3 grown children and 8 grandchildren
(all living and working in Wyoming)

Service in the US Marine Corps

Graduate of University of Wyoming
Law School

Instructor for 15 years at the Wyoming
Law Enforcement Academy

Lawyer/Rancher/Business Owner

Sportsman, outdoorsman and NRA
member

Former Law Enforcement Officer

Social, fiscal and philosophical conser-
vative

Believes best government is govern-
ment closest to the people

www.hunkinsforgovernor.com
1-877-RAY-4-GOV
P.O. Box 51302, Casper WY 82605-1302
PAID
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There are those who would rather be-
lieve the bells sounding and the ambush
were mere coincidence. That it was not
a signal at all. The fact that it was in the
middle of the day, there was no funeral
or services at the church, and it wasn’t
on the hour, doesn’t play into their con-
clusion.

The United States and the Philippines
have generally been friends and allies.
The fact that the country now has terror-
ist training grounds and the facts that they
confiscated our military bases, Clark and
Subic Bay notwithstanding.

During this recent and prolonged debate
of whether to return none, one or both of
Bells, veterans here were upset because
disparaging things were said about the
soldiers who were ambushed that day.
It seems that our saving their bacon from
the Japanese at the time had been for-
gotten. Those things happen. Forget-
ting American good deeds, that is.

As one of the service organizations that
has opposed the return, the VFW can
take another vote next June to determine
if their position will change. For now, the
question of cost of repair and mainte-
nance, combined with the question of
authenticity and a different attitude on the
part of Balangiga for the return, may lead
to a compromise satisfactory to all. The
position right now is that the Bells stay.

Pro-life
Supports Jessica’'s Law
Promotes a stronger battle against Meth

Supports permanent removal of sales tax
on food

Supports reducing residential property tax
to lowest rate allowed

Supports more state veterans’ offices and
simplifying access for veterans

Supports Wyoming solutions to wolf and
water issues - not environmentalists way

Utilizing Wyoming’s mineral resources &
wealth to benefit the present & future

Supports rule of law in regards to illegal
immigration

Supports local control of schools
Supports keeping our youth in Wyoming

Supports upgrade of our roads and high-
ways

Accomplishments

UW Distinguished Alumnus
Past President of UW Alumni Board

Former Board Member of the UW Foun-
dation

Instrumental in financing and fundraising
for Women’s Plaza in Laramie

A Hoal Republican

FOR BY HUNKINS FOR GOVERNOR COMMITTEE
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Delmar Stone

Candidate, City Council Ward 3 (2 year seat)
| believe in ...

The Constitution of the United States, and
The Bill of Rights

( )

Jeff Diane
Ketcham | Humphrey

Democrat Republican

Cheyenne resident since 1959 - attended Memberships: Laramie County Commissioners
local schools;

Contractors Licensing Board

;Jig:;:?g;man Carpenter - 4-year Appren- Wyoming Conference @ Exnerlenced

Preserving and Protecting Cheyenne’s Past

A Progressive Future for Cheyenne

Promoting Cheyenne Regionally, Nationally
and Worldwide

Qualifications / Experlence

Building Officials
Associates, Engineering Technol-
ogy -LCCC;

o > Independent
Served on: @ co“rageo“s

2 Historic Preservation Board

© Pro Sensible-Growth

Cheyenne Sting Board

Coached Youth Sports in @ “0nest, Witn Integritv

Cheyenne for 15 years

Small Business Owner -
Licensed Class A General
Contractor;

Certified Plans Examiner -
International Conference
Building Officials;

The 2006 election of two County Commissioners isn’t
County vs. City or City vs. Rural or Developer vs. Resident.
Itisn’t Us vs. Them.

Dot Sond We are in this thing together

Delmar Stone. Your Rock on the City Council _Paid for by Jean Cottom, DVM (Retired)

Former Chief Building
Official - City of
Cheyenne.

Married,
3 grown children

Vote on
November 7"

J

Wyoming’s Best Choice For
State Superintendent
Michelle ©f Public Instruction

HOFFMAN

T ask for your vote on NaVember

7" and | thank you.” e hotte

Experience at all Levels
of Public Education
20 years experience in the Wyoming School System

\/ Classroom Teacher \/Currlculum Coordinator

\/ Middle School Principal \/Special Education Director

\/ Member Fremont County School District No. 1 Board of Trustees
\/ Superintendent of Schools - Fremont County School District No. 14

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Michelle Hoffman

Wyoming Native. Born in Cheyenne. Raised and attended school in Laramie H
B.A., University of Wyoming, Elementary and Special Education H
‘r‘l M.A., Lesley University, Educational Technology
www.hoffman4wyoming.com Administrative Endorsement, University of Wyoming E-mail: hoffman@hoffmandwyoming.com
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