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Axle swinger tries for

sentence

There are a handful of case files at
the Laramie County District Court
office that I regularly review. One is
the Warren National University law-
suit filed by a couple hundred former
students and another is the one I
have always referred to as the “axle
swinger” case.

Recently, I learned that the guy who
killed his younger brother after a
night out drinking together had filed
for a sentence reduction. Readers
will remember that the guy swung
an axle shaft with gear attached at
his larger younger brother at least
six times, according to his own at-
torney at sentencing. The victim was
trashed at the sentencing hearing
and the judge (Ed Grant) praised the
killer at the same setting. Unlike any
other similar case in Wyoming, the
Court granted a “probation-only”
sentence to the living brother. He
proceeded to violate probation sev-
eral times, including repeated use of
heroin and, finally, a DUI arrest led
to the imposition of his underlying
sentence of prison and he began to
serve his time.

When I first started to review the
motion for sentence reduction, I
thought I could support his request.
While I seemed to be the only per-
son in this town who “represented”
the dead man, my objection from the
beginning was that no one should be
allowed to be judge, jury and execu-
tioner as the perp had been. And,
then for an uninformed new DA to
take office and immediately agree to
probation-only, disposition rejected
by his predecessor, made no sense
to me. The probation-only plea had
been offered by a separated ADA
who had no authority to make the
offer. And his boss had said “no.”

I just don’t think we want to become
a society wherein one person can
decide that another should die and
then kill that person, regardless of
the quality of the person executed.
I also don't believe society, or jus-
tice, is served when a judge is
swayed by the level of attendance
at sentencing, not the seriousness
of the crime. I've never accepted
the disparity of justice between this
well-connected man and a vulnerable
and scared woman alone in the
courtroom, Jessica Venable.

reduction

I will remind readers that after the
guy struck his younger brother re-
peatedly, swinging an axle shaft with
gear attached, he then went to his
bedroom in the family house the
dying brother was not welcome in
and made telephone calls and slept
until he finally called 911 the follow-
ing morning. He did not tell the
judge the truth at sentencing about
the incident - his attorney had to in-
terrupt to correct his “allocution.”

He skated but could not behave him-
self on probation and finally, and I'm
sure my coverage of the crime and
sentencing had something to do with
the DA’s office finally doing the right
thing, he was sent to prison to serve
the sentence for which he had been
shown total leniency and allowed to
walk from the courtroom at original
sentencing a free man, while his
brother lay dead in Olivet Cemetery.

With this background, I was still pre-
pared to say, “he’s done time, that’s
all I sought,” before I began to re-
view the motion for sentence reduc-
tion. I didn’t have to get very far to
change my mind.

He has a different attorney now. His
trial attorney deceived the judge by
citing cases that supposedly were
given probation-only sentences on
similar crimes. The citations were
not on-point. They were unrelated.

In this Motion, there are two things
that convinced me he should serve
out his sentence - or at least more
of it. (His probation was revoked on
November 19, 2010.) He has been
confined one year of a 3-5 year origi-
nal sentence. A year might have
been deemed adequate - he could
have learned his lesson in that time.
But, he hasn’t. He is still blaming
his dead brother for his predicament.
More than once, the Motion refers
to the murdered brother as “men-
tally ill,” as though that was the jus-
tification for killing him. Mental
health experts might disagree with
that. I don't recall any testimony that
he was mentally ill. And it wouldn't
matter if he were. He didn’t deserve
to be killed and the perp had no right
to execute him. His attorney asks
the Court to “reduce his sentence to
time served and terminate his pro-
bation.” I respectfully disagree.

Now Open on Cheyenne’s Southside
206 Van Lennen ¢ 635-8400

At 2n? Street and Van Lennen, north of I-80
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Visits to The Cheyenne Herald website

The Cheyenne Herald website was online prior to July 3, 2008 but data was
irretrievably lost when the webmaster changed “stats” programs. Some
may wonder if The Cheyenne Herald will cease to publish after the 2012
general election because of lack of interest. That is certainly not the case.
To make a baseball reference, I'd rather go on top like Sandy Koufax than
struggle along after no major league team wants me like Jack Morris did.

January 1, 2011 - November 24, 2011 143,039 436/day +16.0%
January 1, 2010 - December 31, 2010 137,522 376/day +39.3% *
January 1, 2009 - December 31, 2009 98,669 270/day +297.1%
July 3, 2008 - December 31, 2008 68/day

* Peak days - May 25, 2010 (1,721 visits) and May 26, 2010 (1,242 visits)

Get cash with:

1.) Valid Identification
2.) Current Copy of Checking Account Statement
3.) Verification of Employment or Income
4.) Just 5 Minutes of Your Time!

LOANS UP TO >3000°°!

With Your Post-Dated Check!

THRIFTY CASH SERVICES

“Finally, a fair loan at a fair price.”

619 East Lincolnway * 634-2081

Ads in the Herald start at $36.00 / insertion
—— Authentic
MmIGo!

Mexican Food

For A Little
“Spice of Life”

Mexican Restaurant

TRY OUR DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS!

Tuesday - Saturday
Lunch 11:00 am - 2:00 pm
Dinner 4:30 pm to 8:30 pm
Closed Sundays & Mondays

HEDRAL D pick-up locations

Downtown

City News

Village Inn - E. Lincolnway

Laramie County Government Center
The Ancient Sage (18t & Capitol)
Daylight Donuts - E. Lincolnway
Bohemian Metals

620 Central Avenue / 638-8591

North

BLM Building entryway
Avenue’s Pet Clinic

Daylight Donuts/China Express
McDonald’s

Dell Range Blvd.

Kmart Cheyenne Light, Fuel & Power
Shari’s Central Plaza (south entrance)

Cheyenne Auto Repair & Service
East Laramie County Library

Wonder Bread Bakery Outlet
Quick Draw Optical

Capital Lumber

McDonald’s

Estevan’s Cafe

DT’s Liquor, Ridge @ Pershing

Central

Burger Inn

The Corner Stop
Herschler Building (north)

South
West Los Amigos
Luxury Diner American Storage
Microtel Inn Borderline Lottery

The Diamond Horseshoe
Burns Safeway Grocery Store

Panhandle Co-op
Antelope Truck Stop

SafewayGas Station
Tortilla Factory

Dirty Duds

Town & Country Pharmacy
Town & Country Liquors
Oroweat Bakery Outlet

Pine Bluffs
A & W Restaurant
Rikachee’ Diner
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