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Looks like a preservationist’s price

A couple years back, a neighborhood
group of hysterical “preservationists”
were successful in voiding the pri-
vate property rights of owners of six
“houses” around Evans, House and
22" St. The owners had a sale to
the hospital but possession could not
be provided CRMC without the houses
gone and the deal died. The three
larger houses on Evans and 22" St.
were later given away and relocated.

None went to any of the champions
of historical structures - a “protec-
tor” - which are just old houses to
most of the people in Cheyenne. The
protectors might chain themselves
to a porch railing but will not move a
muscle to become part of a solution.
The same group opposes CRMC's ex-
pansion in the neighborhood but
would whine the loudest if they had
to transport a dying loved one to Nob
Hill if the hospital they so hate had
used the land confiscated out there
for a new medical facility.

Now the three smaller houses on
House Avenue are available for the
taking. The small words under the
addresses offer:

"3 Single-Family Residences, 1-1/2
(sic) Stories. Move them to Your
Location and pay for all moving
costs.”

The Cheyenne Herald asked the
State to offer the houses they ac-
quired in the Pioneer Avenue
Safeway transaction to residents if
the taker would move them and
meet a relocation schedule. To my
knowledge, the only house(s)
claimed went to a professional house
mover from Laramie. None were
claimed by those who had contacted
me about the “destruction” of his-
toric properties they felt would oc-
cur if the State demolished them.

Once again, those who profess an
abiding love and affection for old
houses have an opportunity to claim
one of the three houses along House
(that shouldn’t be hard for them to
remember - houses on House). But
once again they will neither claim one
of the houses nor try to find some-
one else who will because they can't.
They can’t because that is not in their
DNA. They are designed to bitch and
moan, not to solve or assist.

When this controversy first reared
its ugly head, I sought and was
granted a private tour of one of the
three small houses (and also one of
the larger ones that have all been
relocated). The small house on
House that I went through was
unique. In its day, it was a special
place. I wrote about the interior at
the time and I don’t have the details
in mind but I recall thinking the place
would make someone a nice home.
Not an elderly single or couple be-
cause of the stairs but a young single
or couple - male or female - who
wanted a place different from one of
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Houses

2115, 2119 & 2121

House Avenue

3 Single-Family Residences, I-1/2 Stories.

Vove them to Your Location and pay for all moving costs

Jim Wood'’s ugly cookie cutter four-
plex boxes spread around town.

The little places (once officers’ quar-
ters at the Fort) are quaint. They
have a character that can’t, or won't,
be duplicated on the cheap these days.

It seems like the owners should have
to conduct a lottery to be fair to the
number of locals who would like to
claim a house FREE and relocate it
to be renovated. Will the “preser-
vationists” follow the relocation and
gripe about plans new owners might
have for each of these houses? Not
if it involves anything more than at-
tending a City Council meeting and
openingly whining about plans for
the three houses for which they alone
want to dictate the futures.

Cheyenne is not unique insofar as
residents who want to control what
their neighbors can and cannot do
but will then scream like a banshee
if they themselves are restricted in
what they can do with their private
property. It just seems the chosen
path of far too many people here.
They attend meetings, write letters
to the unread WTE and generally
make a nuisance of themselves. It's
time they stifle themselves. Now.
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Quick Draw
OPTICAL

1619 LocaN AVENUE S638-2298

In-Store Lab / One Hour Service

Certified Opticians - Glasses made on Premises

Locally Owned and Operated at the
Same Location for Nearly 30 Years!

Visit our newly remodeled store
CHEYENNE’S ONLY FULL SERVICE OPTICAL WITH ONE HOUR SERVICE

SANDWICH SPECIAL

.Double Cheeseburger

Large Drink
Largse Fries
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Pershing & Snyder
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