Vacant house
ordinance

Amber Ash isn’t trying to reinvent the
wheel with her introduction of “AN OR-
DINANCE CREATING CHAPTER 8.68,
VACANT AND ABANDONED RESIDEN-
TIAL STRUCTURES, OF TITLE 8,
HEALTH AND SAFETY, OF THE CODE
OF THE CITY OF CHEYENNE, WYO-
MING” but it certainly calls into question
where the City governing body has been
for the past 24 years - the years the Hynds
Building has sat empty and abandoned
on one of the city’s major intersections.

It makes you wonder why the youngest
and newest member of the City govern-
ing body was the first to notice empty,
abandoned and even boarded-up build-
ings in Cheyenne.

It is understandable why she started with
residences instead of commercial build-
ings. When it comes time to treat com-
mercial buildings in the same fashion this
ordinance will deal with forsaken resi-
dences, all real estate agents and slum
property owners will be in front of the
governing body explaining why a build-
ing sitting empty 24 years as the Hynds
Building has is good for the City. It will
be described as “an opportunity” as the
former mayor and former city council
viewed the closing of one after another
of Cheyenne’s downtown landmarks.

Kudos to Amber for getting the ball roll-
ing. Cheyenne could have, at any point
since going to a “strong mayor” form of
government, borrowed from the numer-
ous cities and towns that have similar
ordinances on the books. Amber’s words
are not original. She, like any good
elected official, simply borrows from what
has been done and that which has stood
legal challenges in other jurisdictions.

As | walked around the block west of the
recently closed Safeway on Pioneer Av-
enue, before | had read the proposed
Ordinance, it was obvious to me how the

mayor and city had slept again, had tol-
erated continuing destruction to the qual-
ity of our city and ignored neighbor’s con-
cerns about that property. With one of
the nation’s largest corporations in own-
ership of those boarded up houses for
seven years, there was never an attempt
to require demolition or removal of the
houses and out buildings Safeway had
bought and abandoned. Worse, there
was no demand of Safeway to replace
surrounding sidewalks which are now in
a deteriorated and dangerous condition.

While there are sure to be some who be-
lieve an action such as Amber Ash is pro-
posing is encroachment on private prop-
erty rights, property owners have no right
to allow their holdings to diminish the prop-
erty value of their neighbors. It is unfor-
tunate some have to be required to do what
they should have done without a hammer
over their head. They won’t and an or-
dinance such as this one is necessary.

The ordinance, to apply to a specific prop-
erty, requires that a house be “aban-
doned” for at least 180 consecutive days
and meet at least of several conditions,
including: Open to casual entry or tres-
pass; Is fire damaged so as to be unin-
habitable; Demonstrates a lack of main-
tenance and upkeep; has been secured
or boarded up for at least 90 days; Has
one or more utilities disconnected or not
in use; Is structually unsound; Is a po-
tential hazard or danger to persons, etc.
Any of ten defects is a violation and sub-
jects the property to the provisions of this
ordinance.

Basically, the requirement is registration
and fees.

It is unfortunate that such action was not
taken against Safeway with the houses
they purchased, emptied and abandoned.
And, unfortunately, it does not apply to
the Hynds Building. Someday.

Flu shots

Cheyenne-Laramie County Health Department continues to pro-
vide additional vaccines - on Tuesday March 2, during the blood
draw. The blood draw on this day will run from 7:00 to 10:00 am

at CLCHD at 100 Central Avenue.

H1N1 Vaccine is free and available for all ages, 6 months and
over. The Seasonal Flu Vaccine is $20.00 and can be billed to
Medicaid, Medicare and Great-West Health Insurance.

To expedite wait times, flu consent forms can be accessed at the CLCHD website. For
additional information regarding flu clinics, schedules, etc., please call 633-4098.

Mexican Restaurant

TRY OUR DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS!

620 Central Avenue / 638-8591

Authentic
Mexican Food
For A Little
“Spice of Life”

Tues - Thurs 11 am - 8:30 pm
Friday & Saturday 11 am - 9 pm
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Now open in
Downtown Cheyenne

1719 Cetral Averue

Emphasizing Indian Cuisine ...
Offering Greek Cuisine and
American Breakfasts

Large Portions
You Won't Leave Hungry!

Served 11:00 am - 2:30 pm

*8.99

Specialties include Golash (Baklava w/ground beef), Tandori
Chicken, Kofta Kabob, Chicken, Vindaloo, Basmati Rice, Dal Tarka,
Vegetable Korma, Naan, Hummus, Aloo Chaat (potato salad), Garden
Salad, Greek Salad, Breads, American & Specialty Soups daily, with

traditional drinks (extra) ...
6.99

Luseh Junior Dlate
$
Serving only top quality food ... Accepts call-in orders ... Spacious dining area

To satisfy smaller appetites
Ample FREE street parking on both Central Avenue and 18" Street

Served 6:30 - 10:30 am

Traditional
American Fare

*5.99

Or, breakfast to order

Includes FREE

Coffee
Unlimited Refills!

Includes Soup
or Salad

Electronic billboards

Denver, Colorado, population in excess
of 500,000 has three (3) LED billboards.
And the City Council’s Blueprint Denver
committee want no more.

leisure suits for councilmen to wear.
Cheyenne, Wyoming population less
than 60,000, has four (4) LED billboards.
And the governing body would be happy
to put one at every intersection the out-
door advertising company would like to
place them.

behind the rest of the nation. The Chey-
enne governing body is soliciting drive-
in movie theaters, repositioning all the
phone booths they can find, and seeking

Denver has adopted a maximum square
footage for billboards. Erect as many as
you’d like - you just can’t add to the square
footage. Cheyenne allows ground level
billboards (they call them bus benches),

all the billboards a bankrupt company can

Why do you think Denver is not support-
ive of billboards in general and Cheyenne
can’t get enough of them - can’t get
enough of them to the point of illegally
permitting them to be placed even after
they had been banned? Why? Because
Cheyenne is usually a few decades

the most dangerous intersections.

goes. The more, the merrier.

build, and electronic (LED) billboards at

In Denver, billboards can appear in only
three zones. On East Colfax, new bill-
boards are prohibited. Here, anything

[ — — — — — —

Cheyenne Herald
Subscription Order

[ 24 Issue Subscription (Annual Subscription) $7500
Personal Subscription - Please mal Cheyenne Herald to:

Name

Address

City / State / Zip Code

Gift Subscription - Please mal Cheyenne Uerald to:

Name

Address

City / State / Zip Code

Please send correct amount and this completed Subscription Order to:
The Cheyenne Herald
P.O. Box 2208
Cheyenne VWY 82003

————————

———_—— 1

e o o e e i — — — — — — ————————————— ]

The Cheyenne Herald, P.O. Box 2208, Cheyenne WY 82003 --- www.cheyenneherald.com --- e-mail: cheyenneherald@yahoo.com --- (307) 637-2879



