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W INU lawsuit -

Plaintiffs amend complaint
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After months of inertia, the K-WU/WNU former students
lawsuit has shown some movement of late.

Based on a personal review of the case file (Docket No.
174-045 in Laramie County District Court) on March 22,
2010, some interesting action has taken place.

The Defendant’s original attorneys, Hirst Applegate of
Cheyenne, had represented all Defendants, including
Travelers Casualty and Surety Company of America. Hirst
Applegate has now withdrawn as counsel for the bond
issuers and the local law firm of Sundahl, Powers, Kapp
& Martin LLC replaced them as counsel for Travelers.

An amended complaint was filed on March 11, 2010. The
most important change in it is the addition of 130 more
plaintiffs - bringing the total to 197. That motion to amend
was granted by Laramie County District Court Judge
Michael Davis on March 15, 2010 with no objection from
Defendants.

The Motion to Amend can be reviewed on the Cheyenne
Herald website.

An amended complaint, of course, started the wheels in
motion all over again. Months will likely pass before any-
thing else happens - except for a response to the
amended complaint which will be due in a few weeks.

Then it will be hurry up and wait all over again.

Seldom does a week pass when a former student of ei-
ther Kennedy-Western University or Warren National Uni-
versity calls the Cheyenne Herald. As the media of record
on this subject, it is easy to access our contact informa-
tion if an internet search is done on those two degree
selling businesses. Or Preston University, of course.

And, if anyone believes that the worst is over and there
will be few “graduates” with problems unique to their situ-
ation who surface in the future, that will not be the case.

Just a couple days ago, | fielded a call from a “graduate”
of Kennedy-Western. The woman holds a Bachelor’s
Degree from K-WU of about a dozen years ago and has
been self-employed since and the quality of her degree
was not critical to her owning her own business.

Now, she decided to enter the work force and wanted to
earn a Master’s Degree to enhance her qualifications.
She did not realize that Warren National University,
K-WU'’s predecessor in name, no longer existed. In spite
of living in the same state that has put out all the publicity
about the demise of degree sellers in Wyoming, she did
not know that K-WU/WNU was defunct.

When she couldn’t contact them, she started a search
on the internet and discovered Cheyenne Herald articles.

She, like so many before her, asked the typical ques-
tions. Is my degree worth anything? Will an accredited
university accept my degree toward a master’s? Will any
accredited university accept any of my credits toward a
higher degree? Can | get my money back?

| could not give her any positive news about her predica-
ment. She told me she had paid about $9,000 for the
Bachelor’s Degree she was now learning had no value.

She had contacted an accredited university and was told
that they would need a copy of her transcript before de-
termining whether they could accept her prior “educa-
tion” toward a master’s degree. Based on my earlier
conversation with Grand Canyon University, | could not
give her any encouraging news about that either.

She asked if there was a way to still get a copy of her

transcript and | walked her through a search of the Chey-
enne Herald article in which the drop box in Fort Collins,
Colorado was revealed.

To those who ask my advice on these matters, | am cau-
tious about reminding them | am not an attorney and do
not offer legal advice. | know the subject well enough
that | can answer most of their questions but | don’t want
anyone to think I'm providing legal advice. In this case,
my advice was one of caution about sending any more
money to Warren National University, compounded by
the risk that it is being sent to a drop box at a packing
store in Fort Collins, Colorado.

Contacts, telephone calls and e-mails primarily, concern-
ing experiences with these two degree selling operations,
is often heart wrenching. How the federal authorities have
allowed such enterprises like these to fleece vulnerable
residents of the United States without criminal charges
being brought is beyond my comprehension.

It would have been one thing for students to have a worth-
less degree that they believed, and lenders like Wells
Fargo and Sallie Mae led them to believe, had value.
But many former students were caught in the middle of
their pursuit. Had Warren National University been a
health spa that took advance membership dues, state or
federal authorities would have come down on them for
fraud. To take fees upfront, then sack someone who bor-
rowed $8,000 from Wells Fargo to pay for an “educa-
tion,” never having seen the money because the lender
sent the money directly to the unaccredited degree sell-
ers, is just unconscionable. The State of Wyoming should
also be a defendant in this litigation but now tells former
students there is nothing they can do. For years, the
State encouraged the cheating and stealing, now they
distance themselves from any financial solution. For a
few thousand bucks, the State sold its integrity and repu-
tation. And now say there is nothing they can do.
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