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Pete’s Pickle Parlor

12700  E.  I-80 Service Rd.

SMOKE-FREE DINING ROOM
SMOKING (AND DINING) IN BAR

Mon-Sat Lunch 11 am - 4 pm / Dinner 4 pm - 10 pm
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WEEKEND SPECIALS

 5 miles east of Cheyenne - Hwy 30 / Pershing / I-80 at Archer (Exit 370) / 634-8750

HERALD
The Cheyenne Herald is available at ...

City News ... County Courthouse
... BLM Lobby ... Los Amigos ...
Borderline Lottery ... Laramie
County Library ... Oroweat Bakery
Outlet ... American Storage ...
Wonder Bread Bakery Outlet ...
Daylight Donuts (both) ... Stop ‘n
Go ... Estevan’s ... Burger Inn ...
Quick Draw Optical ... Luxury
Diner ... many others

Fred’s Place, A&W, and Wild Horse
Restaurant (Pine Bluffs) ... Antelope
Truck Stop, Cenex (Burns)

Anybody remember
Les Steckel?

This story is being written after Denver
Broncos head football coach Josh
McDope announced that he was bench-
ing his Pro Bowl wide receiver Brandon
Marshall for some double secret but un-
stated infraction - and before the final
game of the 2009 season in which the
Broncos had to defeat the woeful Kan-
sas City Chiefs to have any chance at
making the playoffs.  We’ll see how rel-
evant the story is after that game.

As a longtime Minnesota resident but
never a Minnesota Vikings fan, I watched
as the Vikes grew from an expansion
team in 1961 into a successful franchise
that has made four losing Super Bowl
appearances.  Those early Vikings teams
were competitive even though the first
two seasons’ records were 3-11 and 2-
11-1.  Before the end of their first decade
in the NFL, the Vikes went 12-2 in 1969
and played in Super Bowl IV (actually the
final NFL-AFL Championship Game be-
fore the merger - subsequent champion-
ship games would be called the “Super
Bowl”).

Notes:  In the Vikings first draft, they
chose University of Wyoming safety
Chuck Lamson in the fourth round.  They
had chosen Fran Tarkenton with their
third round pick, just ahead of Lamson.
Place kicker Mike Mercer was chosen in
the 15th round and went on to play for
six teams in ten seasons in the NFL/AFL.
Lamson played five seasons in the NFL,
with 11 interceptions, one for a touch-
down.  In that expansion draft, each ex-
isting team was allowed to protect 30
players on their 38 man roster, then the
Vikings could choose three players of the
eight unprotected.  The Dallas Cowboys
were exempt because they had just
joined the NFL in 1960.  Teams froze only
25 players before the Cowboys took three
players from each roster a year earlier.

On December 3, 1961, this writer at-
tended the Vikings game against the Los
Angeles Rams.  Most memorable about
the day was how cold it was at Metro-
politan Stadium that day.  By the way, the
game was one of three home games won
by the Vikings that year, a 42-21 pound-
ing of the Rams.  There was consider-
able doubt on that frozen day in Minne-
sota whether the young fan would ever
live to become a newspaper publisher in
Cheyenne, Wyoming later in his life.

Bud Grant, the Superior, Wisconsin su-
per athlete, who was an all-around ath-
lete (a nine letter winner at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota), having been on the
Minneapolis Lakers bench for their 1950
NBA championship, was hired in 1967
and led the Vikings through the 1983
season.  Grant was the Vikings head
coach for each of their Super Bowl ap-
pearances, the final one being in Super
Bowl XI, after the 1976 season.  They
have not returned since.

Finally, we get to Les Steckel.

The reason Steckel’s name came to my
mind is that he was a gung-ho, my way
or the highway, head football coach who

may have served as the model for Bron-
cos head hoodie Josh McDaniels.

When Bud Grant decided to retire in
1983, after 17 years as head coach of
the Minnesota Vikings, the team chose
an assistant coach, Les Steckel, to take
over head coaching duties.

Steckel had served in Vietnam as an in-
fantry officer in the Marine Corps and was
a Golden Gloves boxing champion and
graduated with triple degrees from the
University of Kansas in 1968.  He retired
from the USMC Reserves after thirty
years at the rank of Colonel.  He also
later became president of Fellowship of
Christian Athletes.  Les Steckel was no
shrinking violet.  He stressed discipline
and conditioning.  In his first training
camp with the Vikings, he immediately
held an “Iron Man” competition and, while
getting a lot of media attention, he
seemed to alienate players used to the
Bud Grant style of coaching.

Les Steckel had been a college assistant
coach at the University of Colorado and
Navy before being hired by the 49ers as
an assistant coach in 1978.  He was an
assistant coach with the Vikings from
1979 - 1983.  When Bud Grant retired
the first time, Steckel became head coach
of the Vikes.

Inheriting a mediocre team (reminiscent
of the one McDaniels took over from Mike
Shanahan), Steckel made it much worse.
Much, much worse.  In his only season
as head coach, the Vikings went 3-13.
That 3-13 record is the team’s worst in
their history - in almost half a century.
Steckel was serious, spit-shined and
never wore a hoodie as does McDope.
After one season, Steckel was fired and
Bud Grant came out of retirement to
coach the Vikings to the same 7-9 record
they’d had in the season before Steckel
became head coach.

McDaniels is not going to be fired after
one season.  Pat Bowlen has too much
at stake as an owner to fire the untested
and unproven kid.  But, to sit one of the
NFL’s best wide receivers in a game you
must win, without the benching involving
some criminal behavior, is the height of
foolishness and recklessness.  Can the
Broncos win without Marshall.  Later ...

“I didn’t write that
letter to the editor”

The name was hers.  But the words were
someone else’s.

The scurrilous and error-filled letter to the
WTE was signed with a name that, while
appearing to be a common one, is rare in
Cheyenne.  In fact, the caller to the Her-
ald whose name it is told me she was the
only one with the name that she or the
newspaper could find.  After the letter.

Yet, the newspaper printed the missive.

They used to confirm that letters were
actually written by a person with a name
that matched the one on the letter and
would not print a letter that claimed facts
that were unverifiable.  And they used to
be reluctant to print letters accusing
people of wrongdoing - whether illegal
behavior or questionable conduct.

The Sunday, December 27, 2009 letter
started right off with an erroneous charge
that the WTE could have dismissed.  In-
stead they printed the letter with that and
other misrepresentations and lies.

The letter writer said that the City was
“demanding pay cuts and RIFs for city
employees.”  Neither is true.  A “furlough”
means an employee is required to take a
day (or more) off without pay.  But the
hourly wage or salary is unaffected and
the employee returns to his/her job at the
same pay level as before.  RIFing means
to eliminate a position and terminate the
employment of an employee.

Both of those statements are lies.  But, it
is so much easier to lie if you’re using
someone else’s name.

My source told me that the WTE did con-
tact the telephone no. provided to con-
firm the identity of the letter writer.  I would
guess the conversation went something
like this:

WTE:  Hello.  This is BM from the Wyo-
ming Tribune-Eagle.  I want to confirm
you wrote the letter to the editor that we
received today.

Liar:  Who?

WTE:  The Wyoming Tribune-Eagle.

Liar:  I don’t know what that is.

WTE:  The Wyoming Tribune-Eagle.  The

diminishing daily newspaper in Chey-
enne.

Liar:  I still don’t know who you are.

WTE:  Nonetheless, are you KW and did
you send us a letter to the editor that is
full of unfounded and unsupported ac-
cusations about city government?

Liar:  Am I who again?

WTE:  KW.

Liar:  No, I’m LP and I live out here in
Burns and don’t know anything about
Cheyenne city government and care less.

WTE:  So you’re not KW?  But, this is
the telephone no. provided on the letter
and you’re a regular anonymous poster
on our website forum.  We know you write
crap like was in this letter.

Liar:  Oh.  Did you ask if I’m KW?  Oh,
that KW.  Yes, I’m KW.  I misunderstood
you.  I thought you were asking me if I
was who I really am and I couldn’t figure
out how you knew.  How you found out.

WTE:  It sounds almost like you’re not
KW - the name at the bottom of this piece
of tripe.  Are you?  Cause if you’re not,
we’re not going to print the letter.  If you
say you are, however, we’ll print it even
though it’s filled with libelous statements
about public employees and elected offi-
cials.  One last time.  Are you KW or not?

Liar:  So, you won’t print it if I tell the
truth ... I mean, if I tell you who I really
am or you’d change the name so what
few friends I have know I wrote the gar-
bage that is untrue and they’d see my
real name as the sender of the letter?
Okay.  I’m KW.  I swear to the Black He-
licopter Squadron that I am KW.  ‘Bye.

So, no one can say the WTE doesn’t
confirm the identity of letter writers who
spew vitriol and falsehoods.

In the correction the WTE offered Janu-
ary 1, all they said is the letter was not
written by the KW who works for the State
of Wyoming.  They know who wrote the
letter.  They called his telephone no. to
confirm he was KW and he lied to them
and told them he was.  They should have
printed his name.  Maybe I will in the next
issue of the Cheyenne Herald.  Why not?

Stretch your dollars with T-Joe’s
Friday and Saturday night specials

Call 634-8750 for offers

T-Joe’s is closed on Sunday
to allow for family
and worship time


