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No contamination on Safeway site

Who’s zooming who?

According to Laramie County Real Estate records,
Safeway filed (created) a “Downtown Safeway Subdivi-
sion” on January 13, 2003.

In the map (large box) below (if you can’t read it too
well, please see the Cheyenne Herald website where it
appears in color and is very legible) the houses and land
bought by Safeway to create that subdivision (with their
existing store and perimeter lot, etc.) are those houses
between Thomes and O’Neil and between 25th and 26th,
except those closest to O’Neil.

Neighbors, and shoppers at the Pioneer Safeway, were

led to believe that a new Safeway store would be built
there and the old one demolished. Chances are that
Safeway had an agreement with the City to vacate Thomes
so they could expand the area of the new Superstore.

Yet, by September 24, 2004, Safeway had hired a real
estate firm to try to divest themselves of all the property.
Word was leaked that Safeway had learned the ground
was contaminated and, presumably, the clean-up was
too expensive for them to go forward with their plans.

For quite some time, the Cheyenne public was led to
believe that the only reason Safeway would not build a
new store at that location was prohibitive clean-up costs.

That appears to be untrue.

In the larger box below, you can see
that the two parcels involved - the
full square block area now holding
the Safeway store and its parking lot,
and the land on which the houses
Safeway acquired stand - show no
indication of contamination at a high
level. In fact, the only test well on
the 151,000+ sq. ft. is at the corner
of Pioneer Avenue and 26th St.
(EMW-12) and the contamination

level readings were less than 1 (part per billion) for TCE
and 2 (ppb) for PCE - both well within the “tolerable
level” of 5 ppb set for each by the EPA. News stories
are now floating around about contamination in the area
and they imply that the high levels of PCE are on some
part of the Safeway parcel purchased by the State of
Wyoming. That is inaccurate, according to the map.

The problem areas are some distance from the parcel
purchased by the State (small inset). In fact, a State of
Wyoming official told me today (2/11/2010) that WDEQ
has told the State the only clean-up required of the State
will be a very small parcel of ground that can be dug up
and replaced. A smaller than 20 foot square area.

The highest readings for PCE are closest to where an
existing dry cleaner continues to operate. At the corner
of 27th and O’Neil, the PCE level is 720 parts per bil-
lion, 144 times the tolerable level. There is very little
evidence of TCE contamination in the test area. At Test
Well 5, mid-block of 28th St., between Thomes and
O’Neil, the PCE level is 250 ppb (in 2009), another ex-
cessive contamination level. But, again, PCE, not TCE.

The truth of the matter appears to be that Safeway had a
change of heart about building a new store where their old
one sits. The grass must have been greener elsewhere.
Rather than say that, they blamed nonexistent PCE.
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