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Failed cell phone han
- - ]
nellllun drl“e (More on page 11)

A noble effort.
But, a badly chosen ordinance.

And ineligible signers did the petition drive
volunteers no service by signing the peti-
tion when they would not be verified as a
registered voter in the City.

It would be naive to believe that all resi-
dents understand the voter registration
process. And, while a high percentage of
“registered voters” cast a vote in presi-
dential elections - even when they do not
know much or anything about a candidate
- many do not. And lose registration.

From many conversations and much in-
put from readers of the Cheyenne Her-
ald, the cell phone ban is an ordinance
that would have survived a challenge at
the polls. That is why it was a badly cho-
sen one to contest.

Organization is critical to a petition drive.
And the cell phone ban was kicked around
by the governing body for a long time.

An impulsive decision to challenge an or-
dinance via a petition drive is more likely
than not to be unsuccessful. Had those
opposed to such a ban started to orga-
nize volunteers early in the process, it
would have been much more doable.
They would have hit the ground running.

In spite of only three people gathering sig-
natures, they did remarkably well. And,
had they not been hassled about their
standing in front of the County Complex,
they would have done still better.

But, to have over a thousand signers be
either nonregistered voters or live outside
the city limits when this was a City ordi-
nance was unfair and time-wasteful to the
petition volunteers. Petition drives are
very uncommon but people should know
if they live in unincorporated Laramie
County, not in Cheyenne.

Had the petition drive had more prepara-
tion, organizers may have reached the
same conclusion as the Cheyenne Her-
ald - this one would lose at the polls.
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WNU principals should
face criminal charges

The lawsuit filed in Laramie County Dis-
trict Court on behalf of former students of
Kennedy-Western University / Warren
National University (one and the same
business, just a name change) slogs
along. Very, very slowly.

Itis beginning to look more like a battle of
“lawyering” than seeking justice for former
students from all over the country that paid
dearly for a degree that has virtually no
value. Many former students, far more
than the number of current plaintiffs (65)
are indebted to lenders like Sallie Mae
and Wells Fargo Educational Services
and are being held responsible for loan
repayment but are unable to complete the
pursuit of a degree, no matter how worth-
less, because of WNU abandoning them
in midstream.

The latest delay was caused when the
Plaintiff's attorney moved to dismiss two
women from the list. They sought, and
were granted, such dismissal without
prejudice. Not wanting to miss an oppor-
tunity to run the meter, the Defendant’s

attorneys filed a motion to have the
judge’s grant of the motion revisited. They
want the women dismissed with prejudice
so they cannot re-enter the litigation. A
hearing is now set for December 10, 2009
at 1 pm. This is foolishness - fee pad-
ding, in my opinion. Dismissed with or
without prejudice, these women are not
re-entering the lawsuit. Let it go at that.

| had decided awhile back to become
merely a spectator in this dispute - kind
of like the Wyoming Legislature was while
unaccredited degree sellers fleeced “stu-
dents” from around the world of millions
of dollars after the scoundrels were forced
to vacate several other states that had or
enacted restrictions on stealing from “stu-
dents” and their unsuspecting parents.

Having become the “newspaper of record”
on this matter, | also saw what | believed
was lawsuit insiders challenging the ac-
curacy of my reporting on this litigation.
So | decided to step aside and allow the
lawsuit to proceed without my reporting
onit. Thatwasimpossible. (See page 2)

Recycling fee

Wow. You'd think the City was asking for
first born children. The $5.00 monthly fee
for the new recycling program for those
of us who live south of Pershing won'’t
even buy a combo at Arby’s. You’d need
another penny plus sales tax.

Let me tell readers up front: | support the
recycling effort and have no problem with
a $5.00 monthly fee. | have recycled
newspapers (not the Herald because they
all are redeemed) as well as plastic and
cardboard through the blue bin contain-
ers that are only placed on the northside
of town. | also have recycled aluminum
pop cans (no, not beer cans - don’t drink
the stuff) by selling them to a recycler.

Even if | considered my time worth a dol-
lar an hour, along with gas to drive to the
Kmart lot on Dell Range or to in front of
the former Ward’s on Pershing, it has
been costing far more than $5.00 a month
to participate in recycling.

| just think recycling is worth doing. | am
not an environmentalist. | am not a tree-
hugger. | come from a family of loggers -
we’ve dropped a lot of trees to the ground.
I just think recycling is worth doing. Noth-
ing profound about my position.

Having the blue lid container informed us
of other items that can be recycled. Steel
cans, for example. We did not recycle
them in the past. Small cardboard boxes,
like cereal, mac and cheese (that’s all |
can afford to eat because of doing this
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enjoyment), butter boxes (being from
Wisconsin, margarine and faux butter
aren’t allowed in Chateau Herald), and
pizza boxes (just kidding, we don’t eat
delivered pizza). Can't afford it, either.

Instead of accumulating the recyclables,
we just toss them, all together, in the blue
lid container and push it to the curb every
other Wednesday that’s not a holiday.

After delivery of the blue lid container, we
filled it to over full prior to the first pick-up
- which | misread as being a week earlier.
In fact, | had to take out two 30 gallon
garbage bags of aluminum pop cans | had
decided to contribute to the cause - to
have room for the following week’s items.

A city councilman said it will take him six
months to fill a container. One week after
our first pickup, our container was about
40-50% full again. No special effort - no
clean-up of cardboard boxes, etc. - just
normal trash that is recyclable. To not be
able to make a dent in filling the container
in two weeks, a resident must not sub-
scribe to newspapers or magazines
(which we do - the Denver Post and WTE
with all their inserts and magazines too
numerous to list), drink bottled water, soft
drinks or milk, use prepared food from
boxes, or cans of soup, vegetables, etc.

We are all required to pay for things we
do not use. | have never had children in
Cheyenne’s public schools but we pay
property taxes for others to use the schools.
To me, the $5.00 a month fee is a bargain.

New police chief

One of the most interesting things about
the Top Ten list of applicants for the va-
cant Cheyenne police chief position is that
there were no finalists from other Wyo-
ming cities or from Wyoming Sheriff’s de-
partments or Highway Patrol.

That could mean that none made the cut.
More telling, that could mean that no other
law enforcement entity officer in Wyoming
considered being police chief in Chey-
enne as a career advancement.

Would that make sense?

Has Cheyenne become toxic to others
around the State? Has the publicity about
lawlessness of city government, favorit-
ism by county government, and uncor-
rected illegal behavior by the former po-
lice chief made the Capitol City a place
others do not want to take up residence?

In the minds of other law enforcement in
Wyoming, and probably beyond our bor-
ders because of the internet, they may
wonder if city government really backs
enforcement of the law when they would
not require the former police chief to re-
imburse taxpayers for a piece of paper
he purchased, calling it a “master’s de-
gree” in criminal justice, from a business
in Mississippi which was never granted
authority to sell such degrees, regardless
of the worthlessness. With public funds.

And, if they’re watching now, they see a

mayor and overmatched city attorney tak-
ing on authority not granted by state stat-
ute and telling the police department not
to enforce a duly approved and published
ordinance. In violation of statute.

As this selection process moves forward,
Cheyenne residents need to be con-
cerned that it is little more than a cha-
rade. A public display of selecting the can-
didate who was preordained to get the po-
sition - a current officer of the police de-
partment that was not named directly but
we went through a drawn-out process to
reach a predetermined selection.

It would not be fair to the eight other “fi-
nalists” if one of the two already in the
department already had a “lock” on the
job. Perhaps that is why there are no fi-
nalists from the local Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, Highway Patrol or other law en-
forcement professionals from around
Wyoming. They may believe the “fix” is
in and it's not worth the risk of alienating
their current employer only to be rejected
in the final selection.

Disclosure of those on the selection com-
mittee shows that there is but one “out-
sider” among them. ltis not a “Residents
Support Committee” as the mayor said.
It is an insider’s coronation committee.
Rick doesn’t know how to go about form-
ing a selection committee with true pub-
lic representation. He just doesn’t. So,
it's four insiders and Anthony Ortiz.
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