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“"There’s nowhere to turn”

As we spoke, | eventually learned that
the lady was 70, disabled and badly
needed a hip replacement, no automo-
bile, surviving on SSI and minimal food
stamps, had two adult Chihuahuas, was
not eating, lived in a motel room on a
monthly rental and a new owner had al-
ready raised her rent twice in two months
forcing her to take belongings out of stor-
age and put them in her sleeping room
to save money from the storage unit rental,
then was being forced to move because
she didn’t accommodate the owner by “get-
ting out” during the ten days of Frontier
Days. The motel was sold out only one
night - but he had ordered to out and she
didn’t comply. You don’t buck “the man.”

A surprising number of similar calls come
to the Cheyenne Herald. The plight is
somewhat the same and the lament is
almost always the same: “There’s no-
where to turn.” Agencies funded to help
people in need have usually been con-
tacted. Some, like Community Action,
are broke. This bad economy wipes out
the groups charged with or voluntarily try-
ing to help the needy.

Sometimes the caller is just looking for a
place to vent - for someone who will lis-
ten and may have an idea to offer on their
unique problem. Too often, these people
are just days or hours from being

homeless, if they’re not already living on
the street or at the Comea Shelter.

In this senior’s case, | decided to do more
than just suggest to the woman whom
she might contact if she hadn’t already
done so. | decided I'd make contacts and
see if the lament that there’s nowhere to
turn was accurate or exaggerated.

After my first couple visits and calls, |
began to think the complaint was accu-
rate. And, | had an advantage - | intro-
duced myself as from the Cheyenne Her-
ald and said | was working on a story.
Still, there aren’t a lot of agencies or
people who have the specific responsi-
bility to try to help senior citizens. Fami-
lies with children may have a little better
luck. But, this woman, described at the
beginning, was going to have a hard time.

After much of a day making contacts and
visiting places, some did offer help. In-
terfaith Hospitality Network, after explain-
ing that they are set up to try to help fami-
lies with children, then made a very gen-
erous offer of help for this woman, a se-
nior. The manager of Pinewood Village
went out of her way to try to find a way to
accommodate the woman in need. And,
without a call from me, the Department
of Family Services offered assistance.
More on this subject in the future.

your legal rights” =

The Wyoming State Bar does not certify any lawyer as a specialist or expert. Anyone
considering a lawyer should independently investigate the lawyer’s credentials and abil-
ity, and not rely upon advertisements or self-proclaimed expertise.

NiG0!

Mexican Restaurant

Authentic
Mexican Food
For A Little

11 - y V4
Spice of Life
Hours: Tuesday - Thursday 11 am - 8:30 pm ¢ Friday & Saturday 11 am to 9 pm

620 Central Avenue / 638-8591

Frontier Days
attendance figures

What's wrong with the other media in town? They accept the spoon-fed CFD informa-
tion as though it's accurate, honest and true.

When CFD decided to withhold actual numbers for the events they count, for any
media outlet to accept figures that shed a good light on a Frontier Days event, while
complaining that CFD withholds all others, is foolish. Obviously, they cannot provide
accurate “attendance” for the Thunderbirds air show but they can for Park paid admis-
sions, night show admissions (not tickets sold but bodies entering the grandstands),
rodeo and pancake breakfasts. (P.S. If they want to know how to control scalping by
brokers, consult the Miley Cyrus operation - they’ll educate CFD.)

When CFD announced that George Strait set a new night show attendance mark and
provided a specific number, the media should not have repeated the boast. When
CFD designated a new category for Taylor Swift, the media should have told them to
take a hike. What's next? Highest attendance by a lead singer who also plays guitar?
By a group? By a former American Idol contestant who had enhancement surgery?

Cheyenne residents provide thousands of volunteers for all aspects of Frontier Days.
The taxpayers subsidize the event with rent on the Park that the Country Club should
envy. And taxpayers provide sanitation department services, security and other costs
to put on the annual Frontier Days. If the fraternity chooses to hold the attendance
figures secret, it could mean that the upward trend ended a few years back. It is their
choice to operate in secrecy. Just don’t provide claimed “records” you want repeated.
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The foreclosure

I'll keep following a local foreclosure matter introduced in the last issue and write
about events as they unfold. Readers may have noticed the number of postpone-
ments to local foreclosures - some leading to as high as a fourth notice. Perhaps
those responsible for seeing that laws and rules are followed have enforced the de-
lays. Adherence seems to have been in short supply up until recently.

The foreclosure being tracked involves a couple who tried without success to find out
where their money was going - who was getting their payments - and found that no
one could tell them. The company who had bought the loan early on had filed bank-
ruptcy and the borrowers could not find out who had purchased their loan from that
bankruptcy - in other words, who they owed money to. They did not owe money to any
loan servicing business. Those people are nothing more than paper shufflers - they
have no skin in the game. And, then having to speak with nasty people in India made
the issue even more controversial. It is highly unlikely that a company in Bombay,
India really made loans to American home buyers. Possible, but not likely.

There is little new to report on this specific case but the first story omitted one of the
most disgusting details of these unfortunate foreclosures. It is unlikely that many
people facing foreclosure are trying to “game” the system. Each may have a different
story, but few are trying to get out of paying a debt they know they owe and can afford
to pay. Conditions change in life through no fault of a person and some of these
people were caught up in the bad economy. Unlike banks, automakers and brokerage
houses, no one just gives them money to right the ship. They’re on their own.

Now the disgusting thing: This local couple told me that as soon as their foreclosure
notice hit the local paper, vultures began to circle their house. People didn’t wait to
see if these folks would work their way out of foreclosure, they drove past this house
slowly and repeatedly. Down the alley, stopping to leer. Of those coming by, not one
in a hundred would actually be a potential buyer of the property at the courthouse
steps. These people stare at fatal automobile accidents. They must gain some satis-
faction in voyeurism of someone else’s discomfort. Like watching a fire. It just didn’t
sound like the Cheyenne | knew - the place | chose to relocate to two decades ago.

Began Saturday August 1
In front of the former UP Depot
Every Saturday for 10 weeks
RAIN OR SHINE!

The Cheyenne Farmer’s Market is a fundraiser for Community Action of Laramie
County, which assists low-income and homeless individuals throughout Laramie
County. Produce and other products are grown or made by small growers to
large vendors - offering fresh fruits and vegetables, honey, specialty foods, na-
tive trees, fragrant flowers and much more. Open at 7:30 am each Saturday.
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